
Photographer Léon Hendrickx defies the laws of expression 
to merge different dimensions of drag queen alter egos
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We are all born naked, and the rest is drag. So says 
the famous quote by RuPaul. A layered saying 
which speaks to the truth of living in a society where 

our main province is forming opinions of others, but also the 
far more interesting work of constructing and manipulating 
others’ opinions of ourselves.

Probably the strongest embodiment of this human trait in 
the gay world is drag queens. They transform themselves 
and take on alter egos that manifest out of the many layers 
of their consciousness, their identity, especially the parts that 
are normally hidden from view.

Dutch photographer, Léon Hendrickx, has zoomed in 
on this fascinating concept, weaving images together that 
transcend different dimensions of each of his subjects, 
bringing together the men behind the fierce drag queens in 
a meeting that seems impossible in real life. 

The secret, however, is that his pictures are all far more real 
than you think. These alter egos are both always present, he 
simply reveals what the naked eye cannot see. 

Léon developed an interest in the technical possibilities 

of photography, falling in love with the idea of being able 
to visualise the images of his dreams. “I am intrigued by 
the exceptional,” he explains, “the images expose a raw 
vulnerability that might encourage the viewer to reflect upon 
their own intertwined characters.” 

This technically astounding series of works, perhaps what 
I would call iconic portraits of our time where gender and 
sexuality is a constant global topic of discussion, was born 
out of a previous series of works also focused on the idea of 
multiple selves. This led to the first double portrait of a drag 
artist which was made in 2015.

Micha Schneijderberg, or Snorella, was that first. And she 
has also been a constant figure in all that was to follow, 
acting as Léon’s right hand in the Kings and Queens series. 

“My alter ego is a carefully constructed character. On my 
Kings and Queens photos I see two parts of myself: a tough 
extravagant woman who is holding a careful little boy,” 
Snorella said. And as a sort of “drag-whisperer” her job 
is to bring out the truest representations of each queen’s 
personality while Léon focusses on the technical detail. 

IT SHOWS EXACTLY WHAT I AM AND 
WHAT I LIVE FOR. SHY AND PROUD AT THE 
SAME TIME. VULNERABLE AND POWERFUL.
Jochen Kronier 
& Joey Love

SOMEONE ASKED, “WOW, HOW CAN 
A SHY MAN LIKE YOU, BE SUCH A 
POWERFUL WOMAN ON STAGE?“ 

Sasha & 
Absinthia Absolute
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Léon concentrates on the type of person he finds 
in front of his lens, trying to capture their “real” self, 
whether that is the boy or the girl. He believes by 
now that anyone can be both. Imagining what the 
two figures’ juxtaposition would look like, he goes 
on to visualise the moment of interconnection, the 
moment that in reality cannot physically happen.

“How they each react to the camera is different,” 
he says of the different queens but also of their alter 
egos. “The interaction of the drag public figure is 
completely different than that of the private figure 
of the boy, who is perhaps less experienced with 
cameras and audience…and I am fascinated 
by the question of whether the two sides of one 
person can ever be reconciled.” 

Audiences have seen Kings and Queens featured 
on CNN’s home page, multiple Dutch newspapers 
including De Volkstrant, even winning an Award of 
Excellence for Visual Storytelling in the European 
Newspaper Awards. While the series is still a work 
in progress that has captured forty queens from 
The Netherlands, Great Britain, Spain, Germany 
and the United States, it has been exhibited 
in Amsterdam twice, once during the annual 
gay pride festival including venues such as the 
Photography Museum of Amsterdam, and even 
at the prominent photography festival Photoville 
in New York City. The series will still grow to 
include in total seventy-five queens worldwide 
from locations such as South Africa, Russia, India, 
Japan, Australia, Brazil and more from the US.

What is fascinating is that the works go beyond 
the cliches of wigs and fake eyelashes. “People 
have come up to me asking, ‘But who is the boy?’ 
and to me that’s just funny! When I point out that 
they are both the same, I can almost hear their 
brains short-circuiting.” 

One person came up to him, explaining how 
they were always intrigued by drag queens, but at 
the same time also intimidated. After viewing the 
portraits, she said she felt that they were almost 
“more human” than the commanding presence 
they exude normally. 

Snorella adds, “What mostly stands out is that 
people really start reflecting on themselves and 
their persona. What do I show, what do I hide?” 

If everything goes according to plan there will 
also be a book in October 2020 in collaboration 
with the Leslie Lohman Museum of Gay and 
Lesbian Art. The exhibition and book launch is set 
to be held in Soho, New York City.

Seeing their portraits for the first time have been 
empowering and sometimes emotional moments 
to the queens. Happiness, pride, joy…and a deep 
realisation that they have been truly acknowledged. 

“Finally my two hearts are beating in the same 
rhythm!” said Spanish queen Extasis Liquuid. Juno, 
a queen from Amsterdam, still gets emotional 
when she looks at her portrait as it shows the “boy 
is dead and the woman protects him.” Juno started 
transitioning in the recent past and her photo truly 
captures something that cannot be put into words.

We live in a time where many things that may 
have seemed impossible in the past are becoming 
reality. The Kings and Queens series of works not 
only attests to that wonderful fact, but it also proves 
how the impossible is never truly unattainable. 
Alice in Wonderland comes to mind, “Why, 
sometimes I’ve believed as many as six impossible 
things before breakfast.”
www.kingqueensofficial.com
    kingsqueensofficial

IT’S LIKE MAGIC. 
WE BOTH ARE REAL! 

Donny & Donna Ray Jones

THERE’S REALLY NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN IN/OUT 
OF DRAG. I’M ALWAYS DRESSED UP BECAUSE FOR ME 
IT’S LIKE BREATHING, IF I DON’T DO IT I’LL DIE. 
Jos & Juno

Micha & Snorella

SNORELLA BRINGS ME PLACES I WOULD 
NEVER HAVE OTHERWISE COME.
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